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TO THE 
. Moſt Reverend Farher 1 in Gov, 


WILLIAM 


Lord Arch-O8hgp: of I 
_ANÞ 


Primate of All E NG Lef ND. 


May i it pleaſe your G R AC E,. 


IL H E Gamant: of Your 
OW (Frace,. as well as. of Thofe 
other. Honourable Aſsiſtants 
D at: the Conſecration, having 
EO encouraged this Sermon t0- 
appear. in. publich ;; þ have preſumed: far-- 
qr to ſet Four yo enerable pref bee it, 
in order ty give it Countenance and ( om- 
-mendation toall. Good: Men. - The world- 
wilt Js what” abatements the Argu- 
| ment. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ment may have  poſsibly recerved from the 
weakneſs of the «Manager ; but ( ab- 
ftrafting from theſe ) I am ſure that Re- 
ligion has no Snijeft wherem the Intereſts of 
Piet are more nearly concerned than they 
are in that here treated of : And therefore 
T cannot donbt but that Your Grace will 
be eafie to forgive the Confidence of the 
Addreſs, in contemplation of that advan- 
rage, the Argument may thereby get to 
ſerve thoſe ends of Piety to which it is de- 
ſigned. And yet I bave one end more in 
this Adadrefs, and that u, That it may 
withal teſtifie to the World the 7of VEne- 
ration T have for thoſe mighty A hn oo 
ments - arp Nature and Grace where- 
' with God hath Bleſſed You, in order "to 
| bleſs bis Church with the fruits and. bene- 
\ fits of them, | 


Your GRAGEs 


Moſt humbly Devoted in all 
Duty and Obedience 


EDWARD YOUNG. 


London 
Þcb, 2c 468 Fo 
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SERMON 
2 Tim. 1. 6. 


Wherefore I put thee im remembrance that 


thou flir np the Gift of God, which*is- 
in thee by the — os hands. + 


- 


\ HEY ate the words of St. Pant, che: 
| Apoſtle for whoſe DoCtrine and Exe 


ample we thr day peculiarly give God 
. thanks; They are his words to Tawothy, whom, 
after he. had planted the Church of EFphefuc, 
he did by the Laying on of his Hands Conſe 
_ crate and appoint Biſhop-of' that Church : :Ob 


which St. Pal, Theoderet tells us, That be likes PeCn.. 
wiſe Planted this Chureb of Ours : And if ſogSem. 5. | 


(Molt Reverend Fathers.) You bear 4 Relatioty = 
to the very Hawes in the Fext, from whick 
ehrough. 2 long and: venerable Sncceſſron you 
derive: your Authority ; However, you-bear:an 
equal Relatiob to the Advice of the Textz and 
| B . Favour 
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Favour 'me therefore, I beſeech you, while-F 


make ſome Refle&ions upon it, with an Humi-- 
lity as great. as is my Unworthineſs. for ſuch an 
Undertaking. = I". 20 
_ The words do, 1. Offer to.our Confidera- 
tion The Solemnity of Laying on of Hands, thar 
Ancient Rite of Bleſſing by Prayer ; and thence 
accommodated by Divine Authority | to the 
Defigning of Men to any peculiar ' Charge in 
the Service of God. | 
2. They offer to our Conſideration the Charge 
or Office confer'd by this Solemnity, aud that 
is the Office Epifcopal; St. Paul Conſecrating 
a Biſhop and Inveſting Him with ſuch Rights 
and Powers as we never find commitred to z 
Siniple Prieſt. =. _ ; og. 
- 3- The Perfon. on"whgm hands were layd, 
Timothy, whoſe CharaRer is given in the fore- 
going Verſe, That He was a Man 0 unfeioned 


Faith. But theſe are Heads I ſhall- not: infift: 


on'; :I ſhall only take occaſion from them'to bleſs 
God for the great Happineſs and Glory of our. 
Church , in the I egirimare Miſſion of Her 
Clergy ; The Due Diſtintion of Her Orders; 
and the . Virtue and Worthineſs of. Her: Gover- 
nours: And in (that which, under Providence 
s the great occaſion of all this) the Pious care 


| 6" Her Sovereign Guardian the King 3; Whoſe 


eyes 


eyes are upon ſuch as are Faithful; Who', as 
God made choice''of: Joſbnah rolead theTTae- 
4ires irito, Cangan', becauſe he had*dar'd; againſt 
the withes of the People, to give'a True Report 
-of that Good Land 5 So'He (by whom Provi- 
dence has deſigned to make 'us Happy, if we 
will be Happy) choofeth' ſuch-to lead us, as by 
Their ardent -Love and Zealous Contention te- 
wards Heaven , have given a True Reporc of 
-the Defirableneſs of that Good Land : A Trath 
- which, 'were'it not for ſome'few ſuch Reports, 
the' World lies always under a propenſion to 
diſtruſt.” © . 3 16297 | bj 
T ſhall paſs over theſe ſeveral Heads, and iin- 
fit-only, on the' remaining matter of the words, 
and thar' is, 'the Gifc cond on Timothy at his 
Conſecration: Stir up the Gift of God that is 
iu thee by the laying on of my Hands. 
The word here render'd, Gift, does, in its Ge- 
-heral ſenſe, ſignifie any thing that God doesigra- 
Cciouſly beſtow upon Men ; Bur in this place it 
fignifies that which we [more © peculiarly call 
Grace, 4. 'e. the SanCtifying Gift- of God; and 
fo. the' Fathers: interpret it, or rather ſo our A- 
- poſtle interprets himſelf in the following words; 
where he ſpecifies. the Gift he means ro be 
The Spirit of Might, o Love, and o' a ſound 
Mind. $121 ho 
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23 Joh,g. 9. 


” [ begin with ro Imponance of tate y 90 
'Chviſhan Pradtice ; All that I Gall Gay ehirreom 


Principle is a0 © than all Natural 


Revealed Truths, | or of all the oneward Aftings 
of Providence, and- therefore called. the Gy 


therefore all- Virtues ace called the \#Fonks«4 


defigned_ to confirm: this Propoſition , 


being 
(4x) That the Grace of God is ablohitely-ne- 


ceſlary. towards the cy of every" mans 


_Clriſtian' Day. 


That-'there is -a Sandi Principle com- 


Wa: wotay OI ono, 
and afllting chemro the feuics of: fare rs. 


Thar: = 
or any Improvements of Natuee, char are nicer : 


therefore called the feed of God : 


ponimmgeg and therefore called +be Gift: Fhar it 


is more _than the Objeative Influence of all 


within TVs: 1 hat" this Principle is wrought.m 
ws dy the Operation of: the Holy Spirit, and 


the Spirit , and Chriſtians the Temples of the 
Holy 


Hel Ghoſt}, Are Deaths that will * appear 
any that are- written m the Book of ' Got. 
And, it being the warner of che Holy Spirit 
m the Scriptures to bring down fiblime Truths 
to our Underſtanding by familiar refemblancer, 
and to convey them more ſtrongly to>our minds 
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by: the lmages of ſeniGble things,” "Our Apotle'ny. 4. 15. 


ſentod this 'Communication from Chrilt to Be+ 
lievers by «be reſemblance-of thoſe Spirits and 
Animal:jaycesdhat ave cormmicated from the 
the Head ro che feveral Members of oor mtursl 
Body .; from which Spirits every Member de- 
rives *5'vegour ; acd/[enfarion, hd power to ex- 
ecutethaſe funttions which are daeto the com- 
mon 1crvice |; mſomuch 'that if this" mluence 
from the head to: any: Member be:caſually ob- 
firafted; rhat NMemnber rwft neceffarily lanpuiſh 
2nd | grow ulclefs, mnd>rerain no-mete than the 
Figureef a part 2 And 'thus:itis in; the Myſtical 
body of-Claift, che Viſible Clarch; There & a 
like variety and fubordination-of Members, ſome 
Fyce, ſome Hands, ſexiie Feer, 4. ſome of 
mort enrious.oontexture ard moreinoble O ices 
than others 5 buc the Grace from -the Head is 
the wdmmnion Soul! and anitnation of them all 
iadainhick chat whoſoever isany —— 
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From che tpartieipation of this-Divine- Influence, 
he muſt in the ſame-proportion languiſhand fall 
off from his:Dary,' and dagenerers! into wt bare 
Hgure of x4 Member of Chriſt + 
Thus-the Holy Scriprures dv inflruSi usin the 
Exiſtence-of Grace, as: hey: 6, (2) In» 
aneceſlity-of: it.:- | 
"And hexane Grate'is 


” - 
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TOs Don upon Mans weakneſs: and iaſulfici- 


ency-zo do his own Duty: So our Saviour has 
laid dowarthisTruth,-as:the firſt epies Pe 
cal Wiſdom, £ minded! That: without Himi we an 
do. nothing. For althotgh ic may undoubtedly 
appear- #048 the lives, both of Heathensand/Hy- 
pocrites, That Manis not without a:confiderable 
Talenc-of Natural -powerte:da?Good 5 —_— | 
it may; be-denionſtrated, to:' the : 
Chriſtian Profeflours, That 1! meri may xr 
farther-inco;the ſtare 6f: Goodnels, -by the bars 
 condudt of Ciyil-Prudence; -and the force oÞſach 
Reſolutions as+ ate: meerly. Human; than-moſt 
'Chriſtians'do-arrive,” ainidſt che: great, bur neg-+ 
leted advantages:of Divine Grace: ; Yet :when 
we-conlider-thatin'Religion; it is not-enough 
t0do'Good, unleſs it: be done well in its Cir« 
cunſtances, and. Unifornly in its parts'; when 
ye confider- that Religion is: not Gatisfyed- with 
won Ig As, no: nor _— Good —_ 
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but only wich. an Integrity. 'vf, Goednel ; ;.andi? 
equal reſpe&t ro, ol that;is commanded \; whers 
we. p87 ag that 'our .. Partial Lndecſtandings 
are never; well reconciled. to the. Principal - du-- 
nes: of Chriſtianity, T-mean the Duties. of the- 
Ccoſs, but are: apt to look upon them ſome--- 
times -8 Needlal;, ſometimes as-Indiſcreet, ſome--- 
eimes. as Cruel,. and fo are alwaysxzeady to ſhift 
their Obligation ;. when we confider how. 
bard. it is for weak unſteady Souls co. refine - 
themſelves to ſuch a pitch as to Love; God).a-- 
bave all thoſe Idols after which: we naturally go-- 
aftray from the. Womb, and yet if we. do nor: 
' Love God-{o,, we have no Principle . in. us.that.- 
can-either ſupport or recommend. our ' {ervices :.- 
When we conſider all . cheſe”difficu!tigs,,. the - 
great Task. before us,” the great indiſpoſitions-- 
within us, and the Avocations ,. ſeductions,. 
ſna:es and violences thatare alway ready to di- - 
: yert us from, our.work.; we muſt confeſs that: 
they are Difficulties ourely infuperable / by our.- 
own ſtrength ; Nature muſt ftart aſide from.. 
their _ Level like .4 Bow brolgn . with too 
Krong inrention;; we:muſt confeſs thatiin Equi+ 
valence to -our Duty , and in proportion to. 
Acceptance We can do.nothing. . Tis true indeed 
that. there are other 'Graces of God. beſide this 
juward Operation. we now treat of : There is 
ſoundneſs 


——_—_————— 


Filemds; the well of- the Waly's Ger pettres. ths 
proſpett of facure jo enrhp) nd Rewards'* 
che "Monitions of Provident. "rigs bf 
theſe are mighty Graces" of - God ft” their 
kind, and we ſpeak” of Mew as Tiving u 
the poſſible advantages of all 'thefe ; and; yet 
nevertheleſs when we coriſider- ter? balance oo 
theſe) How the Tempers even & 
Tre wot exempt from-treackherow pee oy 
itt 5 How the Preſence of hin A ves We 
_romoch more foreibly oy Yon ne Afﬀedtions oy 
_ any- Reaſonm rm trop chiigs iffant can; How 
ſerong aid} A. Ras Sitger arts, 
ard how | Rupiing Ind d&friztive every AR 
< See 3 — dSiftarier there is 

6p ſees from feandators fins, and 
ur Telves retheticight'sf 2 fervent Pic- 
gs eligned Will : When we conſider how 
or Saviour, amidft' all Tris Preaching and Mi 
. raeles, -erys our” 'Non#' cam come tv except” the - 


Me 


Father draw Vim; that is © He Hiolf cout 
not draw men as'4 Prophet, Bat only as & 
God; we melt (tilf conclude eharc, withour this 
Faward Principle of Sandtificarion ſepernataral- 
Ty gs us weiten donothing.. i 
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SO. true Indeed,and we readily acknowle 
e there isan-Obſour fitting upon ; che 

'of this Difj penſarion ons ; For we canngr 
feel the fare ons nor trace gl oy wa ps of its 
diftin®# WOrung in us : The, ures of our 
Proficiency in Goodnefs feem. to depend Entire- 
ly gpon AS of our Own Diligeace'; And 
Godrequires-as.much Diligence as if he gave 
no Grace at all : All this we acknowledge, and 
that it renders the Diſpcnfation obſcure : But 
then, on the other ſide, it is as plain That there 
is the fame obſcurity upon every diſpenſation of 


Gods Temporal Providence; and ſo there is no - 


more Reafon for daabting. of the ane than. of 
the other: . They that wilt 
does by any inward efficacy confer a ſound Mind, 
allow  ranhalef that he gives Temporal good 
things; but how, in the mean” time, does this 
Diſpenfation. appear . more than the ' fornitr 2. 
For when intends. to bleſs a Man with 
Riches, he does not open Windows in mts 
and} 2 Bi them! 7 INO, his AD 
enrich him. with | ſachs, di iſhab - 
dences as, "that wherewith he wat fer” r'd C Eo 
Fleece, when the Farth'abour it \ was Feng ves 
he endows Tuch a Man with ÞHilig ence a 9 
fru alir1 5 or elſe adorns 'bim with fuck 4 acoep- , 
tab e qualifications, as may recominen bg to 
G the 


nat allow that God 
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the opportunities of adyancement, and thus his 
Riſe to Fortunes, . is made. purely Natural, and 
the diſtin& working of God in it does not. ap- 
pear: When God intends to deliver or enlarge 
a people, he does not thereupon deſtroy their 
Enemies, as he did once the Aſlyrians, by an 
Angel, or the Moabites by their own Sword ; 
bur he inſpires ſuch a people with a Couragious 
Virtue, and raiſes up among them Spirits fit to 
command, .and abandons their Enemies to lux- 
ury.; and ſoftneſs, and: ſo. the method of their 
Raiſing, becomes abſolutely Natural , and the 
_ diſtin&t work. of God in it. does not appear : 
And, in the ſame manner, when God. does by 
the. inward Operation of his Grace promote a 
Man to Spiritual Good, and bring him to the 
ſtate of undefiled Religion, he-does not there- 
mon ſuddenly change the, whole , frame of his 
Temper, and chain up all the movements of 
his natural affeKions, and infuſe into him: fuch 
a Syſtem of Virtuous habits as may make him 
Good without application and pains; but he 


works bis. Sparitual work.by & Br adual. procels, 
and buman. methods; inſtilling into ſuch a Man, 
 firſta confidering mind, and : Jil a ſober Reſo- 
tation, - and. then, a diligent uſe of -all ſuch mo- 
r3F means as _conduce to the forming and. per- 
fetting of every particular virtue ;. And T—_— 
2 IOY WA 


< LF 5 
while God, in all theſeInſtances does workin 
human and ordinary way, and never ſuperſedes: 
the power of Nature /; bur requires her ut- 
moſt Actings, and only-movesand directs,” and 
allits her where ſheis weak, -and' incompetent | 
for her. work ; both his Grace and (his Provi- 
dence . are: like alittle ſpring, covered with: a 
great Wheel , though they do all, they are not 
commonly ſeen to do any thing , and Man 
when he pleaſes to be vainand ungrateful may .im- 
pute all Events to his own powet and application. 
Now *tis certain that God leaves this obſcuricy 
upon his Diſpenſations on purpoſe to admini- 
ſter an advantage | and commendation to our 
Faich , not an opportunity or | Argument to 
our Doubting,z bur yer if we will Doubr, the 
Caſe is plain, that we may 'as well doubt of 
any a&t'of his Ordinary Providence as of his 
Sanctifying Grace ;: and ſo (by this method of 
Reaſoning) God will have no ſharelefe bim'in 
the managment of the world. 

We allow again that taere js another Obſcu- 
rity, upon the: face! of :this /Diſpenſation ;* we 
know not the Philoſophy' of SanRifying Grace 3 
not unto: what'Claſs of Beings to reduce it, 
nor under what Modes to iconceive its Operati- 
ons: And this is a ſpecularion that our Saviour 
himſelf argues us Ignorant of, 'as much as we 
C 2 are _ 
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and yet he thought fic to leave us fo : Whether 
the, knowledge. of. it were #66 Excellent for 
us.;.. or whethec -it were too uſeleſs, as no way 
conducing to! the ends of PraQtical- wiſdom : 
For we may obſerveat our Saviour, that” in all 
his Diſcourſes, be never entertained his Audito- 
ry wich any DoRnhe that 'was purely ſpectila- 
tivez becauſe ſuch kind of Knowledge is apr-to' 
make us more Vain than Wiſe: Had he led our 
Underſtandings through the whole Theory of 
Grace, we could not have accommodated it- 
better to our uſes, than an honeſt heart now 
can without any farther infight ; No more than 
if he had . ſtoopt to teach us the Philoſophy of 
the Wind, -any- Mariner could have gathered it 
more commodiouſly into his Sheet. -Tt js nor 
then our Emulation to determine How'the work 
of San&ificarion is done 3 our only care.is that 
it :be done : We. pretend not to declare , bur 
thankfully tro admire 3 By what Ray the Divine 
Grace opens and ſhines in upon our underftan- 
ding,. clearing it from worldly ejudices and 
the impoſtures of Fleſh, and rendring it Feach- 
able, Confiderative and Firm ; By what Motion 
it inſpires Good thoughts', excites good pur- 
poſes , and ſuggeſts wholeſome Counſels and 
Expedients ; By what welcome violence ic 
draws 


Ga 73 J. 
How our Wills , © ſteers "our Appetites and 
checks our Paſſions ; 3 By what Heat ickingles 

Love. and Reſolution and Chearfultefs of *En- 
deavours i; By what Diſcipline ic 'extinguiſhes 

fiaful Imaginations-and looſe Delices ; By what 
Power it aws the: Devil, and foils Teniprations, 

and removes Impediments, and'ſtrengchensand 
exhilarates amidſt all difficulties 3 And finally, 

by what -patient Artitturns, monlds, and tranſ- 

forms our ſtubborn -Nature into new Notions, 

new Savours, new Powers, new As, new 

Aims, new-Joys ; as if we were entirely new 
Creatures, and deſcended from another Race: 

All theſe effects do as well by their wonder as 

their Benefir render Grace, as our Apoſtle calls 

ic, che Haſpedkable 'Gift ; a Gift furmounting , ©,.... 
our Apprehenſions as-well as it does our Merit. 
That thefe are at! the Eſfefts of Cods Grace 

we know, becaufe he has declared them” to be 

fo; Thar they are fo, we know, becauſe man 

of themare wrought beftde oor Thinking; ma-' 

ny without our / Seeking , and all beyond the 
reach' of our too- well Known and experienced 
infirmity 3 That they are fo, we know, becauſe 
their being ſo, comportrs beft wich the £ great end 
of all things, ( that is, ) the Glory of their 
Maker ;- For it tends much more to the Glory 
of the Mercy of God, to watch oyer and lead 
and 


and afſiſt Infirm Creatures than. to have made 
them rong. . . ENDS: $114 (0519 
_ And ſo I: paſs to my. Second Head, the di- 
tribution of Grace unto. Men and :the: Mea- 
ſures of it ; The Dottrine whereof IT ſhall 
form into this Propoſition : ( Viz. ) That God 
diſtributes his Grace to every Man: in- propor- 
tion to the-meaſures of his Neceflary Duty. 
God, who has laid .our burden upon us, and 
commanded us to be ſtrong, mocks us not ;- but 
ſo far as we are weak, offers us ſtrength out of 
| his own treaſure, wich 'this proſpe&, that re- 
ceiving it thence, we might + behave our ſelves 
more reverently and: thankfully under the ſenſe 
of the Obligation. To every one therefore that 
confiders, his want, and:values the ſupply, and 
- applies himſelf :for the Gift, with, a worthy af- 
fe&ion , and through appointed Means, God 
gives it liberally , and .the meaſure of his giv- 
ing to each, is that Rule of. the Friend, Sc. Luks 
11. As much as be needeth. 'For as Gods Provyi- 
dence has ordered a diverſity of States in hu- 
man life, producing, a diverſity of Duty 3 fo 
the ſame Good Providence has ordained divers 
SanRifying Gifts,, and divers Meaſures of the 
ſame gifts to be diſtributed reſpeRively among 
Men; that no man might. Neceflarily be want- 
ing to the Duty of- his particular. tate. The 
. - Prophet 
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(15) 

Prophet- Tſaiah (Cap. 11. 2.') Speaking of that 
fulne(s of the Spirir, that was: t6: reſt upon. our 
Saviour, diſtributes the Holy Spirit"(according 
to its operations ) rto the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and -Underſtanding', the Spirit of - Counſel * and 
Might , the Spirit of Knowledge and the ' Fear 
0. the Lord : Which the Church fooks upon'as 
a proper Enumeration of the Sandifying: Gifts 
of the 'Holy Spirit; which God does diverſly 
diſtribuce urito men, in 'order to: the Common 
Salvation:'There is ' Wiſdom for thoſe that Teach , 
and Underſtanding tor: thoſe that Learn, and 
Counſel for ſuch : as are in Perplexity ,” and 
Might for ſuch as are in Difficulty , and Know- 
ledge 'fot them 'that Err, and'the /ear /of the 
Lord or Piety , ( as other Verſions-read it") for. 
all that will be Pious. - Now of theſe" Gifts 
God giveth-fuch Kinds and Meaſures t6'every 
Man 45: be has need.of::.'T'o (every Private*-per- 
ſon ſo much as is -neceiſary for a: private* Shlva- 
tion 3 and to every one of a publick | ChariQter 
ſo much as is neceſſary to promote Salvation in 
the publick.: Salvation/ of Souls, and*'the' Ad- 
vancement of. -Chriſts: Kingdom! (being the 
only {cope of all- his Diſtributions. 'We' may, 
take an Inſtance-of the whole, from our: Biſhop 
io; the FText:: He was a. Good Man and: en- 
dowed with Grace: ſufficiene' for a'private Sal- 

ED vation 


(> 
yation before the ing- an of Ha - as the 
foregoing Verſe Fr ; but being now by 
that Sacramemial Rite to I pon a new 
Station of life, where greater meaſures of the 
Divine aſſiſtance were bur neceſſary for the 
diſcharge of. his dury, God confers greater mea | 
ſures of his Grace upon : him through. the ſame 
Rite ; God confers UG) both Grace and 
Duty through the ſame Rite, to put us in mind 
that wn are Two things morally inſeparable ; 
For he that does mere Duty thall have more 
Grace ; and he that receives more Grace , 
receives an Obligation to do more Duty. 

Bur here it is of i nce to obſerve the 
ReſtriQion of the Prapoſition, I Gay it is Neceſ- 
ſary Duty to which God apportions the mea- 
ſures of his Grace ; Where by neceffary Dury, 
I mean the Duty of that State or: thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances , which Gods Proeidence does aſc 
{ign us: For iaftance ; If 2 man ſhall falt under 
an ' unavoidable perplexiry of Wordly affairs, 
{uch a ſtate does bring new Difficulties upon his 
Duty, and. requires new meaſures of Grace to 
ſupport him under it; and accordingly fach a 
perſon may ſafely depend upon God. for fuch 
meaſures: Or ſuppoſing a Man-'to want the 
lp, the happine(s of: Narnral i temper, and ro 
. lay uader completionatiabiolitigns to: Virtue 3 


this 


(17) 
this ſtate- brings -unavoidable difficulties: npon 
his- Duty, :and requires greater Meaſures ' of 
Grace'to be able to live well; and accordingly 
ſich a' perfon- may : ſafely depend upon God . 
for ſuch meaſures : God Almighty caketh plea- 
ſare; to +manifeſt the: ſtrength of his Grace'in 
fach opportunities | of humane weakneſs: Bur, 
. on the-other hand ; if a man ſhall affe& ſach 
Difficulties, and run himſelf by choice into ſuch 
Indiſpoſitions., ſuch 'a 'one certainly. brings a 
check upon the Divine afliſtance : For,. in all 
the diſpenſations of Gods mercy the Wiſe 


Man's Rule is to be obſerved ” That God 'ts with "I 


found. o ' thoſe | that tempt him not: - And (© 
likewiſe in| che Caſe - of publick Charges; 
( which neceſfarily -enlarge both the difficulty 
and the meaſures of human Duty) the Condu&t 
of Providence is always : to'be regarded-: ' We 
may | ſafely ' follow Providence through any 
Difficulties 3 for there God. ſhall be with'us, and 
hns right band. ball help us : But if we ad- 
vance to: Difficulties , as Abab did to' Ramoth 
Gilead , onely. directed by ſome falſe Prophee 
of our own Paſſions, we* Tempgt God be- 
yond a reaſonable aſſurance of finding him in 
our. Undertaking. . And this is the: Reaſon 
why Pious Men: , :of all Ages, bave trem- 
ble& at the thoughts. of ſeeking the Epiſcopal 
(; bs D Charge; 


2 Tim, 3. 1+ 


4 | 


it. 


; 


of '# Bifboy n 
ang] that it may Jawfully be. deti- 
been {6 , and; poſlibly «may . be 1o Mill: It 


-did the Duty : . At that time to deffre ir, 


5 


"was tÞ deſerve it :. and a ſufficient proof of 


an: Inward Call or. rather Animation co the 
Charge: But as ſoon as it came to be baited 
with Honours and advantages ; then all Good 
Men became yr of themſelves, left.in 
Aefiring the Office" of a Biſbop they might not 
yoginsl? rep Good Wor : wr ti Fa 
wodation..; left their Paſſions ſhould draw 
them more prevalently than their Conſticnces : 
which muſt neceflarily have . brought a check 

| | upon 


no Parts , nor Witdo ry is 
their © AdminRration confd ever- compe! as 
From this pions fealqufice of theirs ic folfow- 
ed that the Greateft wg have been rot oob 
Wiſhe and Nominated , but Songht, Woo's, 
and Commanded, qut of their Retirement to ; 
the Undertaking of their Charge. : Where, 1 
afrer they had Hndertaken it , we find them | 
bewailing Sommer upon the TAFOong 

pect of its dury , and Cr that # 4s 5: 4ugs 
queer bel to rho ſins , er Da 'bad- carts BY. Tor 
witted the Heb: of F Dioceſs into their hands. 
| Feaching the World. what Caution is nced+ 
fol, left in « Charge of the maſt. importanc 
ſivice of God , where” it js impoſlible for-a 
Man to acquit himſelf welf withour Gods | par- 
cicular- Bl , and yet if he does. nar acquit 
bim(elf welf, rhe miltarriage muſt needs be 
damnable , - one. (hotif eriter'_ upon fack 
2 Charge, wit any other, Matives, than ſuch 
x3 were eonctfiative of Gy Blefling and af 
fiſtance. For Who. :s (u cient for. hep things? , c.c.1.16. 
Says our Apoſtle ; het x fr the Quik 
on undetermined, He has is men under the 
obligation of a ong fiſpenfe, before they deter- 
' rrrine-it in their own behalfs... 
' - Bue when God who makes thoſe , o_ 
| D 2 he 


Go). 
pleaſes, . ſuſficienr, Thall determing it Gi any. 
Kia : then Compliance i is ſafe, and- the Bleſ- 
n indubitable. | And thus it was in the In- 
rH of our Biſhop in the Text, upon whom 
this diſcourſe is Kee a 3 Of whom you may. 
obſerve, that he had a Providential defignari- 
on to his Charge, before Hands were laid up- 
E? on him to-Inveſt him in-it*. He had his De- 
1 Tim, 4.14, fgnation from Prophecy , _ the Text, that. 
. from the declaration. of: the Holy Ghoſt 
ehrongh the Mouth: of ſome inſpired Chriſti- 
ans :. Now, what was extraordinary 'in. this 
Taſtance ,. and. proper. 'only, for an Age. of 
Miracles, we. muſt got. draw: into: Precedent; 
but from . what. was Ordinary. in. it. we., muſt 
form our Rule; .and thats Rule, is, this, wuz. 
That when the - Authority to-whom the eur: 
ward care of. the Church. is commirted by, 
God., ſhall from the good Report of a Perſon , 
as of One of  Unfeigned- Feb, call ſuch a.Per- 
ſon to the Charge., this is: a Providenzial de> 
fignation 3-. and ſuch .a: Perſon going . in. che - 
Conſcience. of: his Duty, to - the - ſubſequent 
Rite of Laying on of: Hands, needs-not. doubt 
of. ſuch an Effuſton of Grace as ſhall enable 

him to give a cheerful-account of his Duty : 
This only Caution being born in Remem- 


brance, That.the Grace ſo given.mulſt be ſtirr'd 
Wks 19-62 i. 


"wp 
up; Which''is my- third- aid: laſt Head.” *: * 

_ The, Original! ,word:ſignifies - primitively-the> 
ſtirring up, of ' Fire 5. Grace: being ſomecimes, in: 
the . Scripture, compared to- Fire ;- which”, by 
reaſon of its properties. of Lighting, Warming 
and Parging , bears a juſt Analogy to thoſe 
Aids that Grace ' brings in to reform the dif-- 
order of each faculty of our Souls : But bz: 

fide theſe , Grace reſembles Fire in another: 
property, and that is, Unleſs it be ftirr'd »p,:and' 

blow'd, and Matter rightly apply'd , -it-will- 

go out:. The Natural ' Agency. of the Fire, and- 

the Moral Agency of Grace agreeing in this, 

That neither will ſerve our uſes, unleſs : we? 

work: with them.. We may therefore receive 

the. Heavenly. gift an. 'vain 3 Nay: the , Negli- + cor.s. r. - 
gent do.: always do 'ſo-; 'byr if. we ſtir it op. 
by - exerciſe. and-. uſe; we: make it fpread. and: 
improve,, | and {ecure.. it's Ajds:to::the: fall ac-: 
compliſhing: of our: Duty. | $9.'that Grace and* 
the Soul are like two Free Agents combining dif 
C ecjonally to. the ſame effeR 5: the one -acting: 
out of Duty , and the other our of Compal-. 
flog, .and both, requiriag mntual' excitements, . 
and. mutual endeavours : + Humane [Diligence 
engages Grace: ;. becaule. it. is. not * conſiſtent* 
with the, Laws of. Merey :,.! that : they 'whd'» 
are. ſincere, . ſhquld;. miſcarry.] for: want of::a(o- 
; | (ſtance 3 ; 


Wal Ea 
ſiſtatice'3 ind Grace engages diligence, he. 
cauſe it is nor conſiſtent with the Tine 6 of Vi 
tue, that they who- are flothful ould ether 
ſqececd ar be : aflifted. I ſhalt e 
Dodrine in the Inſtance of the Text. prob 
ve are inform'd tha: Timothy ar his Confe- 
ciation received a Gife or Effufton from the 
_ Holy Ghoſt; and this Effefion our Apoſtle 
diftributes ( in the following Verſe, ) into 
three particular Graces , all neceſſary for the 
dſchawe of the E piſcopal Office , Co) 
Might, Lowe, and found mind : We may con- 
ceive his Soul was at that time wie er - with. 
ſome ſupergaural Motion: , . that carried ic 
forth in a ardor after theſe E S "24 p59 
Graces. , and Iikewiſe that it was” | 
dowed with ſoch a Virtual power, as if Rice's: 
» ſhould render him eminent in the Praftice. 
y them: _ now Bey ng; what Time- 
veas to do .jn order tg 
Ws rr ng cog Þ _—_ Gikt ; begin- 
_ with the firſt Branch of the Effaſion , 


here i-nacant no ocher than Re- 
ar. ra and Courage-to do our Duty; 
> Firſt Requilite of '2 Good+ Covernour : 
Whenee: it is that we- hardly meet with, any 
Conmitfionated: by God for any ſpecial ſer- 


VICE, 


i =Y 
vice; but tathehas this (given him ia princk- 
pat charge, Th be - flrong.” 
Our Apoltte-heve 'it to": Fear - of = 
lananity , chat moſt 'Treachctaws of all Vioes 
mean | Men into fuch neceſſities of fi 
Þry on "Fearful are thetefore- ſer: by St. Il 
in the head: of all thoſ who heve theiy pave 
in, the Fiery And now 'if' Timothy will 
ir up this Spirie of Coarape, be mult ( itvthe 
firſt place,.) bethink himſelf well of his Un- 
dertaking ; He -muſt "imagine himſelf n'Chani- 
-pion of War}, emver'd into the Liſts ,-a& D4- 
vid hererofore | into the Valley of Boy, 
where he muſt- either Conquer or - Die, Hot 
gle- Man , buran Army t Both the Iſraelites 
Philiſtiries ſurveying him-iw che "Hicab> 
any , with differenc Hopes 'and' Cenflites/, 
whereof the moſt (-as-Envy will always have 
ic) are againſt Him 4; Some blame bis Yourd,.: 
ſome his Confidene#;/ fore his want of firms; 


. . and ſome (like Goliab ) curſe hint by cheit 


Gods : Bur as theſe caſual forms of populac 

breath cannot in themſelves. affe&t his' SvereſR, 
fo neither muſt he ſiffer them''to af his: 
Thoughts ; he muſt wiſely Keep'them beneath 
his concern; while he coupe; hiv behaviour 
ro the approbation of ''God', 'and: refts it: His 
Fidwidence 5 . whom he confiders: with avvſell 


x 


"Td: he Corrageeae, Joſh, r. r.7: 
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| Joy not to be. a bare SpeQator of -what he 

_ does; bur a helper - and Deliverer, a. Horn of 
Salvation and a: Refuge; as. that Royal Cham- 
pion ſpeaks: him from? experience in his-own - 
affairs The next ſtepis -to bring! his Courage 

into action 3. He muſt ſer himſelf to work. 

to check the Range. of Satan inthe: World; to 

awe Men. out-of ill "manners ;- to! oppoſe 

.Vice Vigoroully and Impartially., without any 
-glozing or fear of the Great, without any 
Unchankful Indulgence to Benefactor or Friend : 

,.He muſt awe itour-of Countenance, and beat 

it- off the. Stage, with his Looks, Intimations, 
Diſcourſes , - Intereſts, Monitions., .and Re- 
-bukes.; and if ic bear up head agaialt all. theſe, 

He muſt. thenſeparate -the Leaper from the 
Camp, and-curn the Sacred Key. againſt . the 
Refractory Sinner. jor he - gy man- 

Phal. 27-14. DET- #5 ftrong ,* God ſpall; flrengthen bis heart - 
As ig © expreſt the Dofrine of 

this point; 4} eh: ef; 

£riſt.ed -... But the Philoſopher in his Echicks, treating 
25.4. © * of Courage, has obſery'd, That Anger, though 
| it be very like Courage, and incites Men to 
vigor \in--undertakings /,. yet- it. 4s a pure De- 
pravation of Courage, and makes+ jt loſe both 

its Honeſty and its -Ends. ; And, for. this, rea- 
fon it is that che.,Courage -which is, inſpired 


from 


” 


(35) 
from God is. never mixt- with Anger, it is 
always accompanyed and temper'd with Lowe; 
which is therefore the ſecond Branch of the E- 
piſcopal Effulion. Advices, when without 
Love, feem only Reproaches, and Rebukes, 
Peeviſhneſs, and Cenſures, Tyranny: ; Like vi- 
tiated Oyntments they have fum'd out all their 
healing qualities 3 and retain thoſe: only that 
fret and exaſperate. And hence it has come 
to paſs inthe Church, that when that moſt aw- 
ful Judgment of Excommunication came to be 
executed in ſuch manner and Circumſtances , 
as that a great mixture: of human Paſſions ap- 
pear'd in the executing of -it; The Cenſare loft 
its awe, and never reach't the Conſciences of 
Men ; and all the Terrour implor'd from the 
Secular Arm , could never make it otherwiſe, 
than more contemptible : Whereas when a ſin- 
cere Godly Love, and a Paternal Commiſera- 
tion appears at the head of ſuch a Cenſure, it 
cannot but make the Corre&tion ſink deep into 
the Conſcience, and make Men believe it to be 
(as it is) a Delivery unto Satan. And if 
Timothy will ſtir up this Divine Gift of Love, 
he muſt daily contemplate the value of af{ thoſe 
for whom Chriſt died ; He muſt eſpouſe them 
into the Intimacy of his boſom, his Care, his Aﬀa- 
bility , his Proviſion, his Prayers; Conſidering 
E |  wath 


(26) | 
with himfelfwhat'a miphty advantage ' he: has 
from the heighe''of- his -place tro recommend 
and endear his ' Love; For Love in an Inferi- 
our tarion may poſlibly look more mercenary, 
and fo affea- leſs ; bur Love condeſcending 
from fuch a height of place, wins and capti- 
vates, and makes a Man look like God, both 
in Temper and Beneficence; Like God (I ſay) 
 whoſemoſt amiable and endearing Character 
to the Sons of Men is this, That He is a Lower 
wit.r, of Souls: And he that 'thus' Loves, Love ſhall 
: Job. 4.12. be perfeSted in | bim, As St. John has expreſſed 
the Doctrine of this point. 

And yet Courage and Love are but like 
Phal.52.12. the Tnferiour Faculties, the 59mm, The Prin- 
cipal Spirit is till wanting, and follows in the 

third Branch of this Holy Fffuſton ,' 'a found 

av See Mind. If we conſider: the Native ſenſe of the 
word oueg2inwe, and how the Greek Authors 

do uſe it to fignifie, AGively, ſuch' a "Caſtiga- 
tion as does naturally produce a found mind, 
rather than the effe& it ſelf- produced ;- it will 
ſeem that the ſenſe of it in this place may be nor 
unhappily expreſt by The ' Diſcipline of Wife, 
dom ; That Bleſſing which 'the Son of Sirach 
prays for (Cap. 23.2.) Where he cry's, who 
will ſet the Diſcpline of Wiſdom over my Heart? 
Thar Diſcipline that does both caſftigate and re- 


torm, 


form , 'borh Purge and NMlomiuate, both make 
Good and make Wile ar the. ſame Ac : For it 
clears the Underſtanding by diſpelling all Miſts 
of the lower Appetite'; It renders. the mind 
found and diſcreet by poſſeſſing it with awful 
ſentiments of God, - and of ' Duty. and of a Fu- 
ture Account ; and it makes a Man fit to. Go- 
vern in the Church , becaufe ic makes him Free 
and uabyaſt by the World ; Theſe are the fruics 
of the Wiſdom from above ; and if, Timothy 
will ftir up this part of his Gift , He muſt be 
Diligent and Exemplary .; he muſt take care 


-* ” 


that the Light of his _ and tbe Salt, they, 
2y 


Grace of his Lips do rei t 
nerable', and fach as canr.ot eafify be” deſpiled* 
He muſt be Warchful, Sagacious and Pfudent; 
While his Hands are upon the Helm, his Eyes 
muſt be upon the Needle and che Chart ; He 
muſt obſerve the Pointiags of Providence , the 
pportunirties of Action, the Seaſons of Counlel, 
the differences of Place, the Varieties of Tem- 
per, and the accommodations ,of Addreſs, that 
he may ever be gaining ſome: And in the mean 
time he muſt keep his Soul ſteady by the fre- 
quent Recourſle of this Thought, Thar all is 
Fooliſhneſs bur the Doing of our Dnty. And 
he that takes care thus to inſiſt in the Offices of 
Wiſdom , God will make him conſummately: 

| Wile; 


: | * i 14. and 
his Authority Ve- Col. 4. 5. 


r Cur. 9, 22%. 
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HEY For, the Eyes of them that: ſee fball wot 
be dimm ; as the Prophet Iſaiah has expreſſed 
| the Do&rine of this Po Points - | 

And -now:(O Timothy ) ſe, here are the 
Arts of thy. Government; Continue in Theſe , 
and thou needeft; no other Policy; God will 
take all the other. care that is neceſſary for.the 
eſtabliſhmenc of -his own Church. Dothou 

ftir up 'the Gift of God. that is m Thee ; Do 
£.6.5. thou quicken the. Divine Coal that Toucheth. 
thee, ke Coal ſhall blaze into a Flame, and 

' Daz. 22, 3, thy Flame halt be be. enobled into a Star, A 
valt Orb of Glory, ſuch as ſhall Crown the 
heads of all choſe happy Men, who by their 
Condu& and Example, Turn - many unto. Righ- 
coonfneſe | 
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